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garden, and eat, drink, and enjoy themselves with their
own vocal and instrumental performances, while such as
can afford it, hire dancing-girls for the purpose. The ob-
servance of this custom is very common among the lower
orders of the community.
The infant is bathed mornings and evenings, and fumi-
gated with the smoke of ispund and oody and they tie round
his neck or legs puchar leaves, or assafoetida, to prevent
people's sight, or shadow, from falling upon him. When-
ever the child is bathed, they take some red or yellow dye,
made of choona (quick-lime) and turmeric, add to it a few
pieces of charcoal, and the midwife having waved it three
times over the child, it is thrown away: or she takes
merely some water in a vessel (lota), waves it over the
infant, and pours it on her own feet; .as much as to signify,ft
" May all the child^s misfortunes be on me ;"" and a com-
mon mode of expression for this act is, " All the child's
misfortunes have beset the midwife."
V
SECT. 4.   The Naming of Children.
The naming of the child takes place, either on the day
of its birth, or, as in some parts of the country, on that day-
week ; for the most part, however, on the former: as, until
the child is named, the woman is not even, indulged with a
draught of water, be she ever so thirsty; much less are the
usual luxuries of befel, myrrh. Sec. allowed to be given to
her, which they consider as forbidden, till the ceremony of
naming has been performed.
Among the better ranks of society, after the name has
been given, and the before-mentioned/aitetfAa performed over
the betel and sugar, or butasha (sugar-cakes), they are sent
along with music, &c. to the absent relatives and friends. It
is the province of the mid wife to superintend these, and which